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PLUMPER HOLE is a small cove surrounded by steep cliffs located about halfway between Point Lepreau and Dipper

Harbour on the coast of the Bay of Fundy. It can be accessed from Dipper Harbour on Long Beach Lane. It is a protected

historic site. The following description is modified after Thompson’s local place names article.

Around 4 o’clock in the morning on Saturday, December 5th, 1812, the British brig of war “Plumper” ran ashore near

here during a blinding storm while enroute from Halifax to Saint John with 75 persons on board and a cargo of £30,000

in coin … pay for the soldiers stationed at Saint John.

When the “Plumper” struck shore, some of those on board climbed up the rigging and with the roll of the sea and the

ship side on, they were able to jump to the steep rocky cliffs where they clung for their lives. Many could not hold on,

fell back and were swept away by the sea. Of the 75 passengers and crew on board, only 30 were saved; among those

lost were the Captain and his wife.

After daylight the survivors hiked, wet and half frozen, 2 miles along the shore and through the woods to the nearest

settlement at Dipper Harbour. When the military at Saint John received news of the wreck, a Major Drummond

immediately dispatched a garrison to rescue and recover as much as possible. The question of what happened to the

cargo of coin has usually been the chief point in any retelling of the “Plumper” story. Estimates of the amount have

been wildly exaggerated over the years. But it is believed that most of the money was recovered many years ago.
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A Brig like the Plumper in trouble.

The remains of the “Plumper” finally settled into 75 feet

of water and nothing more could be done until the

invention of diving suits in the late 1800’s. Alexander

Gibson, who was engaged in lumbering at Lepreau, hired

divers to go down to the wreck, and according to

local tradition they located quite a lot more of the

treasure. Mr. Gibson was always non~committal on the

subject.

During the past several years Gary Austin of Spruce Lake

acquired salvage rights and with the help of the New

Brunswick Museum the location of the wreck was

declared an historic site. After extensive diving and

underwater exploration, Mr. Austin has retrieved a

cannon, 3 anchors, sheets of copper and lead and a

number of bronze nails and fastenings, and planned to

continue salvage work in the area.
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From historicplaces.ca (http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?
id=7796&pid=0)

DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC PLACE
HMS Plumper Shipwreck consists of the wreck and partial cargo of an early 19th century brig which are partly buried

and partly strewn over the seafloor on the coast of the Bay of Fundy between Pt. Lepreau and Dipper Harbour in St.

John County, NB.
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HERITAGE VALUE
HMS Plumper Shipwreck is designated a Protected Historic Site for the cargo it was carrying when it sank during a

storm and the historical context of the ship’s arrival in New Brunswick waters.

The principal cargo was payroll for the British Garrison fighting against the United States. Some of the 36,000 pounds

sterling was salvaged by the British but a good part of its cargo was lost. Because of this, the ship received considerable

attention from parties interested in salvaging the cargo in the late 20th century. Strong tidal currents have strewn the

wreck over a wide area of seafloor and have buried artefacts, seriously compromising salvage efforts. However, there

still exists potential for future research and recovery relating to the in situ vestiges of the ship and its cargo.

HMS Plumper was a 12-gun brig, a small class of warship. On her final voyage, she left London commanded by Lt. Bray

with seventy-five aboard. The trip ended when she ran into the cliffs near Dipper Harbour during an early-December

blizzard in 1812. About thirty survived by scaling the cliffs and huddling together through the storm. The site serves as a

reminder of the role New Brunswick’s treacherous coastal waters played in the naval history of the War of 1812.

Source: Department of Wellness, Culture and Sport – Heritage Branch, Site File: Vol.I-12840-1,3

CHARACTER-DEFINING ELEMENTS
The character-defining elements of the HMS Plumper Shipwreck relating to location and context of the site include:

– location of the site adjacent to looming cliffs;

– location of the site in waters near the American border;

– its function as a reminder of New Brunswick’s role in the War of 1812.

The character-defining elements of the HMS Plumper Shipwreck relating to the ship and its cargo include:

– specie, coins minted for paying military troops;

– potential resources relating to the research and recovery of vestiges of the ship and its cargo.
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