
IDEAS THAT DIED
THE GEORGETOWN CONFERENCE, PEI

My statement as to why I would be attending the first
session back in 2016:

Actually, I am coming  because I had all but given up on
rural development here in New Brunswick. Since I
returned home in 1964 to start my own business, I have
been involved in many community initiatives along the
Fundy coast. But still, viewed from the perspective of
50 long years, our rural areas, towns, villages and the
environment that sustains them, have continued to be
diminished.

Many of the successful developments seem to become
tiny inward-looking “silos” that suit the needs of a few

community members but rarely the community at large -  tiny cliques rather than open
developments that continue to add value to our coastal communities. And there are other
developments with potential that, viewed from my experience, are perhaps better left in the file
cabinet. Sadly, in recent years, I find myself recommending potential entrepreneurs to find
another jurisdiction - somewhere where the government is not a “down-side risk” as it is here in
New Brunswick.

But then I heard about the Georgetown Conference! With such scope, depth, and the media
leadership, this effort has an excellent chance to succeed and change the face of Atlantic
Canada.

I just couldn't miss this opportunity back in 2013. The meeting was inspiring but it too had a
distinct cliquish feeling and, although I couldn't participate in subsequent years, some
initiatives subsequently popped up here and there around the Atlantic Province.

BUT WAIT!!

I decided to check on the progress in 2019 and it seems the initiative died in 2016 and only the
landing page remained at http://thegeorgetownconference.ca/ . Today even that no longer
exists.

Art MacKay, October, 2019 & September 2021
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