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Conservationist worries about Fundy's future
 
Art MacKay, who has received a Visionary Award for his commitment to marine protection,
 

sees a bay suffering from too much industry and too little protection
 
By ALISON HUGHES 

, ST. ANDREWS - Few people 
know the waters off southern 
New Brunswick like Art 
MacKay of Bocabec. For more 
than 35 years, the outspoken 
scientist, conservationist, 
graphic artist and educator has 
worked around the Bay of 
Fundy doing everything from 
mapping marine parks to pio
neering salmon aquaculture. 

"There's probably not a half
 
mile of coast that I haven't
 
either been in, on, or under
 
between St. Stephen and Monc

. ton ," says the former deep sea 
diver and owner of a marine 
biological consulting company. 

Now, Mr. MacKay has been
 
awarded the 1999·2000 Gulf of
 
Maine's Visionary Award for
 
his commitment to marine pro

tection. Presented by the Gulf
 
of Maine Council on the Marine
 
Environment, it recognizes his
 
contributions to the health, not
 
only of the Bay of Fundy, but to
 
the larger body of water
 
extending sou th into the New
 
England Stat es~ - .. ,;.,,_1.,.. .............,., 

These days, he develops 
exhibits and manages educa
tion programs for the Atlantic 
Salmon Federation. But from 
the windows of the federation's inventory of the plants and ani
interpretati.ve centre's Salar's mals in the Bay of Fundy. 
World in Cham cook, just out· The unnaturally clear water 
side St. Andrews, he sees a bay is due to loss of plankton, the 
suffering from too much indus microscopic plants and ani
try and too little protection. mals at the base of the marine 

As a child, the environmen food chain. At some level, they 
talist spent his summers on the provide the food for virtually 
shore of Grand Marian or at everything in the sea from 
Oak Bay where his relatives single-celled animals, to birds, 
fished. After completing uni to whales. 
versity, he returned to the Sea urchins, sea cucumbers 
Fundy shores, setting up a bio and seaweeds are among the 
logical consulting business in plankton-producing life forms 
1964. that are currently being har

Over the next 20 years he vested in the bay . While indio 
conducted biological surveys vidual quotas may seem rea
and collected specimens from sonable; Mr. MacKay insists no 
the bay that were shipped all one is looking at the cumula
over the world for research. tive big picture. 

"Some things start dawning "There have been hundreds 
on you after a while - the com .of thousands of dollars spent by 
plexity of the system, the fact government to get the best pos
that Passamaquoddy Bay is sible recommendations on how 
supposed to look murky and to zone our coast, so we could 
filled with all sorts of things in all use it. Then, the first really 
the summer and it doesn't look valuable industry that came 
that way any more," says the along seems to have precluded 
man who conducted the first any other consideration 

whatsoever," he says . 
While acknowledging there 

are many problems with cur
rent marine management, his 
biggest concern is aquaculture. 
He insists salmon farming 
could be sustainable, but not at 
current levels. 

"If you want to do $500
million in salmon aquaculture, 
you're going to have to give 
something up and what you're 
going to give up is the other 
stuff in the bay. If you 're happy 
with $10D-million, you probably 
can have some other stuff," he 
says . 

It 's ironic that the man 
whose company, Marine 
Research Associates, started 
the first commercial salmon 
operations in the Gulf of Maine 
off Deer Island and Eastport, 
Me., now sees them as endan
gering the health of the entire 
ecosystem. However, his idea of 
a salmon growers co-operative, 
where fishermen would have 
small sustainable grow-out 

For the last decade 
and a half, they have 

gotten greedy and 
have tried to put a 
million fish . . . in 

some little coves that 
probably shouldn't 

have had more 
than 50,000 and 

everybody's paying 
the price. 
ART MacKAY 

units along with their other 
fishing operations, fell to free
market competition. 

"The upshot ofit was, for the 
last decade and a half, they 
have gotten greedy and have 
tried to put a million fish, for 
example, in some little coves 
that probably shouldn't have 
had more than 50,000 and 
everybody's paying the price, " 
says the conservationist. 

The price he refers to is 
partly the more than $40
million the province has paid 
out to salmon farmers. for fish 
that died because of Infectious 
Salmon Anemia (ISA). Mr. 
MacKay blames that disease on 
lack of informed decisions 
decades ago. 

"Anyone with any amount 
of information at all about bio
logical populations and sys
terns and exotic species would 
not have brought European 
fish in. They were the vector 
from which ISA developed and 
it was stupidity of the highest 

order," he says. 
Right now, though, his big

gest fear is that composting the 
enormous quantities of 
infected salmon at inland sites 
will contaminate the ground
water, potentially creating 
long-term human health prob
lems. 

He advocates dumping the 
fish offshore in small quanti
ties over a wide area for sea 
fleas and other fish to consume, 
since ISA is already in the 
marine system. And rather 
than slaughtering entire cage 
sites, he recommends allowing 
the salmon to die and using the 
ones that survive as brood
stock. 

"You'd probably end up in a 
couple or three generations 
with some relatively resistant 
strains. lt 's just common-sense 
genetics. Instead, what they're 
doing is killing everything and 
just delaying the inevitable," 
he says. 

Then there are worries that 
the_oily: residue from salmon 
feed, floating in slicks around 
the bay, is harming seabird 

, feeding, as well as larger mam
mals. Head Harbour Passage 
and Grand Manan Passage are 
particularly vital as the last 
strongholds for harbour por
poise in the world. 

"The difficulty is, surface 
oils tend to gum up their respi
ratory systems and create a 
cetacean pneumonia of sorts. 
Oil spills do this, but so also do 
surface oils . So we have all 
these complex of things hap
pening in a very complex food 
web and nobody's doing any' 
thing," he says . 

Nonetheless,' Mr . MacKay 
notes the ocean has a tremen
dous capacity to rejuvenate 
itself, given the chance. Like 
the problems, solutions won't 
be simple, but he holds out 
hope that people are becoming 
better informed and more envi- . 
ronmentally conscious. 

"1 guess what we have to do 
is start to manage this in a 
sound environmental way, not 
just because it's beautiful and 
we have pretty birds, but 
because it's our future too." 

Telegraph Journal 


